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BRITISH EMBASSY, 

PARIS. 

22 October, 1965* 


f Utm 




Quai d'Orsay abou^Kthe report that 
the Arab’League was to open a new office in Paris, 
referred to in yo .ir letter E 1077/377 of October 13* 

2. They confirmed that the report was accurate and 
said that permission had first been sought to open this 
office last Spring by the Lebanese Ambassador, v/ho is 
Doyen of the Arab diplomatic Llissions in Paris. The 
French Government had eventually agreed to this proposal 
on the understanding that the office would enjoy no spec 
diplomatic status and that its Director should not posse 
diplomatic immunity. They had given much consideration 
to its status and in the end had left it imprecise: it 

organisation, as defined in French 
law, nor was it an organisation possessing any special 
immunities. My informant confirmed that Dr. Abdel Amer 
was to be the effective Head as far as the Arab Missions 
were concerned; but in French eyes, he would not be 
the legal Director. Someone else would be appointed 
without diplomatic status. 

3. The Quai said that there was no objection to 
members of Arab diplomatic Llissions working for the 
Arab League office, but this would confer no special 
status on it. 

4. The French Government refused to recognise the Arab 
League as a regional organisation within the terms of 
the United Nations Charter. Their view was that this 
claim was unjustified both on juridical and on political 
grounds. The League could not in any case claim to be 
a fully representative regional organisation, since it 
left Israel out of account. 


5. I am 
of yours. 





(C. M. James) 


J.L.Y. Sanders, 
Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
LONDON. S.W.l. 
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